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¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ  άIƻǇŜ CǊƻƳ IŜƭǇƛƴƎ 9ŀŎƘ hǘƘŜǊέ 

As we leave our brief and busy summer to enjoy the beautiful October weather, life at the 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅǘƛƳŜ 5ǊƻǇ-In Center is very full.  We held an early Halloween celebration so that the 
children could receive the costumes lovingly donated by one of our supporters and we are gearing 
up for Thanksgiving and the winter holidays.  For the 600 families who work with us each year, the 
holidays can be an especially difficult time.  The unrelenting anxiety about not having enough ς 
money, housing, employment, education, resources, skills ς can be even more overwhelming. 

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅǘƛƳŜ 5ǊƻǇ-In Center feel it is even 
more important and powerful to be present in the community, sharing our bounty of hope and 
help to families in need.  Our super Volunteer Coordinator, Miquette Thompson, has brought a 
wonderfully talented and dedicated group of volunteers to help us this year, recruiting 18 new 
women to assist with the meal preparation and house activities.  Our dedicated housing case 
managers Kiesha Rudolph, Chauna Hall, Gayle Copple and Claudia Madison are hard at work, 
identifying possible resources and advocating for families to be accepted into affordable housing 
all throughout the east bay. 

We count each placement as a victory!  During our first quarter (July through September), the 
WDDC staff has worked with 472 women and children (289 families comprised of 295 adults and 
177 children).  132 families (138 adults with 98 children) were seen in housing case management.    
55 of these families were helped to improve their housing status, with an emphasis on moving 
into permanent housing as soon as possible.  5 families were helped to find shelter, 19 families 
were accepted into transitional housing programs and 31 families were assisted with permanent 
housing.   In addition, our staff helped 10 families enroll members in educational programs, 12 
mothers find employment and 6 mothers increase income by securing benefits such as disability, 
food stamps or other assistance. 

Bridget Transitional House, under the loving and capable direction of Malaika Gray,  assisted by 
Juanita Tasby, Georgia Macon, Jnana Bryant and Errica Carter, is home to four families including 
7 children age nine and younger. The two families who have graduated this year have left for per-
manent housing opportunities. Both families were able to increase their income, either through 
employment or disability benefits. 

In addition to these important outcomes, the lives of all 472 women and children have been im-
proved in a myriad of ways:  2944 nutritious meals have been enjoyed, thanks to the FEMA emer-
gency food and shelter funding received this year.   (This important source of funding may be 
among the federal budget cuts, so we are launching a letter campaign among our clients to try 
and save it!)   124 recovery interventions have been made to assist mothers in coping without 
using drugs or alcohol. 502 mental health sessions have been a life line to 54 women who have 
participated in our daily support groups.  The compassionate counseling staff,  Marilyn Senf PhD., 
Claudia Madison ACSW, and MSW intern Melissa Fegurgur have also worked with mothers to 
improve coping skills and ways to overcome the impact of trauma, as well as to reduce the inci-
dence of domestic violence in their families lives during 264 prevention interventions.  The chil-
dren visiting the Center have enjoyed the attention that Carmen Escobar and the volunteers and 
other staff have provided during 513 sessions of positive play and socialization opportunities.  30 
children were provided with back-to- school supplies and backpacks so they could start the year 
off prepared to learn. 

Behind each statistic lovingly calculated by Claudia and our talented Assistant Director Megan 
Mitton  and entered into the data base, is the hope and knowledge that our services are having an 
impact for the better in the lives of our clients. 

 The Board of Directors, headed by President Liz Vollmer, Vice President Nancy Suib, Treasurer 
Connie Bridgeforth, Secretary Sharon Mulgrew and members Dash Butler, Ginger Alafi, Gigi 
Reinheimer, Shelia Cypress Turner, Louisa Waldner, Jessie Hawk,  Elise Peeples, and myself are 
working diligently to ensure that the WDDC remains strong and a vital part of the support system 
for women and children in the East Bay. 

From our daily interaction with the women and children and each other, we know that the most 
important factor in promoting change is hope.  As we help each other, hope grows. 

      Linda Lazzareschi 
      Executive Director 
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Fundraising Spotlight: Lions and Vero & Red Oak, Oh My! 

29th Annual Berkeley Lions Pancake Breakfast 

hƴ ŀ ōƭǳǎǘŜǊȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ²55/Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀŦŦ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 

with the Berkeley Lions Club and other Berkeley community organi-

zations to serve at the Annual Berkeley Lions Pancake Breakfast at 

ǘƘŜ !ƭōŀƴȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ hǾŜǊ нлл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘπ

out the morning and enjoyed piping hot pancakes, scrambled eggs 

and the joy of community gathering  together. There was a reverent 

tone to the breakfast, as it took place on September 11th, but  

nonetheless, a lovely time was had by all.  

Vero Raffle Fundraiser 

On October 9th, as part of the Rockridge Out & About, Vero salon 

kicked off a month-long fundraising event to benefit WDDC. Vero 

owner Veronica Bhonsle dispatched the enthusiastic Vero team 

onto College Avenue, where they raised funds and promoted an 

exciting raffle event featuring prizes from local merchants to be 

held at Vero through the month of October. The kickoff event was 

not only successful in raising funds, but also in raising awareness 

about the work of WDDC in the community.  

wŜŘ hŀƪ wŜŀƭǘȅΥ άtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ CŀŎŜ ƻƴ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎέ ǿƛǘƘ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘ {ǘƻǳǘ 

On October 6th, Red Oak Realty celebrated WDDC, a recipient of their 

ROOF Award, with a reception featuring the photography of Meredith 

{ǘƻǳǘΦ aŜǊŜŘƛǘƘΩǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ²55/ 

were, as always, moving and thought-provoking. It was a pleasure to 

ƘŜŀǊ wŜŘ hŀƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ {ǘŜǊƴ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

the ROOF Awards, and to hear gratitude for the support of Red Oak 

Realty echoed in the sentiments of WDDC Executive Director Linda 

Lazzareschi and Board President Liz Vollmer. WDDC is thankful to have 

had the chance to celebrate with our long-standing supporters at Red 

Oak Realty.  
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Halloween Family Fun Day 
 

 

Halloween Family Fun Day is one of our favorite days of the year at WDDC. WDDC        

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ /ŀǊƳŜƴ 9ǎŎƻōŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ²55/ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ  

Intern Theresa Dowell and other student volunteers, led a wonderful day of parent-child 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ WŀƴƛŎŜ IǳƛΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ-grade class at Bentley School, as well as other Berkeley com-

munity members  donated a variety of adorable costumes to the children of WDDC.  By 

mid-morning, the Alafi Playroom was filled with tigers, pirates, princesses, dragons and 

dinosaurs! The kids enjoyed arts and crafts, a lively parade through the neighborhood, a 

delicious lunch and plenty of time running around on the playground. WDDC is honored 

to provide these types of bonding  activities for the families who come to the Center and 

were thrilled to see the parents engaging in healthy, positive play with their children.  


